Normal power Lines weighed Top line melted

line down by ice after bottom line

ICE ON POWER LINES IS
A WEIGHTY SUBJECT

e

When it comes to getting electricity across

»'*°  power lines and into homes, ice can be a
force to be reckoned with.

ICE ON DISTRIBUTION LINES

lce can quickly lead to broken power poles

and other pole equipment. Ice can also make
falling tree branches 30x heavier and
much more likely to break power lines.

ON A 300-FOOT SPAN OF 1-INCH-
THICK POWER LINES

e 1/2 inch of ice adds 281 pounds of weight
e linch of ice adds 749 pounds of weight
e 2 inches of ice adds 2,248 pounds of weight

WHEN ICE MELTS

Melting ice can cause power outages.
If ice on the bottom (neutral) line melts
before the lines above, it can cause the
lines to touch.
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e Damage can begin when ice exceeds 1/4 of an inch

e 1/2 inch of ice can cause a line to sag up to 12 inches
e Pressure can also be caused by a broken tree limb
e Both ice and melting ice can cause power outages
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